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5  MARTIN  STREET, 
STAFFORD. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee. 


JUNE,  1959. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1958. 

Time  is  again  upon  me  to  recall  the  past  year  and  survey  the 
various  happenings.  The  Department  continued  to  work  with 
one  Inspector  short;  but  extra  effort  all  round  and  happy  co¬ 
operation  covered  all  the  more  important  duties. 

On  the  whole  1958  has  been  a  fairly  good  year  for  the  Borough 
from  a  health  point  of  view.  There  have  been  no  marked  out¬ 
breaks  of  infection  although  cases  of  measles  continued  to  occur 
from  the  previous  year.  It  is  a  happy  thought  that  these  days 
a  measles  infection  is  a  mild  one  with  very  few  ear  or  chest  com¬ 
plications  and  regarded  in  the  majority  of  cases  as  a  “nuisance 
because  it  stopped  a  Christmas  Party  or  a  blessing  because  it  delayed 
return  to  school” — some  mothers  would  question  the  blessing! 
Contacts  are  now  excluded  from  school  only  if  they  are  under  five 
years  of  age  (Nursery  Schools,  Nurseries,  etc.)  and  have  not  already 
had  measles.  Children  showing  early  signs  and  symptoms  are 
excluded  immediately. 

From  Table  6  it  will  be  seen  that  the  greatest  number  of  measles 
notifications  came  from  children  of  school  age  whereas  with 
whooping  cough  the  risk  of  infection  seemed  to  be  greater  during 
pre-school  days.  In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  school  age  children 
showed  a  higher  risk  although  this  is  not  a  true  representation  of 
the  extent  of  streptococcal  infection  or  as  the  Americans  call  “Strep- 
tocococcicosis,”  in  the  community.  There  are  many  cases  of 
streptococcal  sore  throats  without  a  rash,  a  variant  of  scarlet  fever, 
which  escape  detection.  Because  of  this  and  the  mildness  of  the 
disease  when  to-day  the  great  majority  of  cases  are  nursed  at  home, 
cases  alone  are  excluded  from  school  while  contacts  are  not.  Strict 
precautions  are  taken  among  adult  contacts  engaged  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  or  service  of  food. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  for  the  year  is  16. 
This  represents,  as  in  the  year  1956,  the  lowest  recorded  total. 
The  improvement  over  the  years  seems  mainly  due  to  the  decreasing 
and  now  practically  non-existent  cases  of  Non-Respiratory  Tuber¬ 
culosis  as  occur  in  glands,  bones,  joints  and  serous  membranes. 
Table  8  summarises  the  position  over  the  last  thirty  years.  It  will 
be  seen  from  this  that  during  the  years  1929-38  there  was  an  average 
of  37  Respiratory  and  1 3  Non-Respiratory  cases  notified  each  year 
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with  20  Respiratory  deaths  and  4  Non-Respiratory,  and  a  death 
rate  during  the  mid  year  of  this  period  of  .71  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  From  1889  to  1899  Stafford  had  one  of  the  highest  death 
rates  in  the  country,  approximately  3  dying  of  this  disease  per 
1,000  population  per  year.  Since  then  there  has  been  a  gradual 
improvement  with  the  virtual  disappearance  of  Non-Respiratory 
cases. 

This  improvement  has  been  attributed  to  many  factors,  in¬ 
creased  resistance  of  the  population  acquired  by  living  with  the 
disease  for  generations,  isolation  of  open  cases  in  sanatoria,  etc., 
better  housing,  improved  nutrition  and  hygiene,  eradication  of 
bovine  bacillus  from  milk  by  herd  methods  and  heat  treatment, 
and  more  recently  mass  survey  X-ray  with  modern  chemotherapy 
and  resectional  surgery. 

To-day  one  does  not  hear  of  cases  described  as  “galloping 
consumption”  nor  see  in  those  unfortunate  children  swollen  glands 
of  the  neck,  with  the  perpetual  headache  to  the  physician  whether 
to  adopt  the  principle  of  “masterly  inactivity,”  aspirate,  or  incise 
with  resultant  life-long  ugly  scar.  The  diagnosis  of  the  acute 
abdomen  and  particularly  appendicitis,  is  also  made  a  little  easier 
although  some  children  may  be  robbed  of  their  glowing  party 
piece  of  exhibiting  their  “operation  scar.” 

Stafford’s  birth  rate  was  16.09  per  1,000  estimated  population 
compared  with  16.4  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales.  More 
births  were  notified  during  the  month  of  May  than  any  other 
month  while  October  provided  the  least. 

Our  infant  mortality  rate  was  18.76  per  1,000  live  births  com¬ 
pared  with  22.6  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales;  our  death  rate 
was  12.7  per  1,000  population  compared  with  11.7  per  1.000  for 
England  and  Wales  and  our  stillbirth  rate  28.05  per  1,000  total 
births  compared  with  21.6  per  1 ,000  for  England  and  Wales.  Prema¬ 
turity  was  the  principal  cause  of  death  in  infants  under  four  weeks 
with  pneumonia  the  culprit  from  four  weeks  to  twelve  months. 
Heart  Disease  with  cancer  second  accounted  for  the  majority  of 
deaths  at  all  ages,  while  the  average  age  at  death  was  66  years 
in  males  and  70  years  in  females  with  the  highest  percentage  dying 
in  the  ten  year  period  75-84  years  and  64  per  cent  at  an  age  exceeding 
65  years. 

It  is  noteworthy  from  the  table  that  up  to  the  age  of  54  years 
the  total  number  of  males  who  died  slightly  exceeds  the  females. 
However,  between  the  ages  of  55-64  years  the  deaths  among  the 
males  is  appreciably  higher.  Morris  in  reviewing  the  trend  of 
death  rates  for  males  and  females  in  England  and  Wales  points 
out  that  until  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  the  death  rates 
during  middle-age  were  high,  when  sanitary  reform  began  to  show 
results.  Then  there  was  a  gradual  fall  with  the  rate  among  males 
remaining  about  10  per  cent  higher  than  females.  This  continued 
until  the  1920’s  when  the  male  mortality  slowed  down  and  stopped 
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while  the  female  mortality  continued  its  downward  course.  Con¬ 
sequently  to-day  in  England  and  Wales  the  death  rate  among  men 
aged  55  to  64  is  now  about  90  per  cent  higher  than  women  in  this 
age  group.  That  is  to  say,  states  Morris,  “The  situation  is  ap¬ 
proaching  when  for  every  woman  who  dies  in  her  late  fifties  and 
early  sixties  two  men  will  die.”  He  also  suggests  that  if  these 
trends  persist  the  consequence  would  be  “That  the  population 
of  old  people  in  the  future  will  consist  more  and  more  of  solitary 
old  women.  Already  about  a  third  of  men  reaching  35  years  of 
age  die  before  65  compared  with  about  20  per  cent  of  women.” 
Each  civilisation,  it  is  said,  makes  its  own  diseases;  killing  diseases 
of  the  past  like  tuberculosis  and  other  infections  are  replaced  by 
modern  'Villains  of  the  piece‘s  coronary  thrombosis  and  lung 
cancer. 

Much  has  been  written  about  coronary  thrombosis  and  its 
alleged  causes.  In  a  previous  Annual  Report  its  relationship  with 
mental  strain  carried  on  over  a  number  of  years  and  the  importance 
of  leisure  as  a  means  of  relieving  the  over-tired  mind  and  alleviate 
emotional  stress  were  discussed;  also  the  avoidance  of  over-eating 
and  particularly  an  excess  of  animal  fats  was  stressed. 

Another  factor,  namely  the  importance  of  physical  exertion, 
has  come  to  the  fore.  It  is  realised  that  the  human  body  is  capable 
of  being  subjected  to  quite  great  physical  strain  and  its  capacity 
for  such  is  considerable.  One  can  recall  during  the  last  war  where 
young  men  who  had  adopted  a  sedentary  way  of  life  in  an  office 
and  taken  little  physical  exercise  outside  those  hours  apart  from 
leisurely  walks,  could  be  trained  to  top-peak  fitness  and  suffer 
privations  of  cold,  etc.,  without  physical  injury.  In  other  words 
the  body  has  physical  reserves  far  in  excess  of  what  are,  on  the 
average,  ever  called  upon.  Here  we  have  a  machine  where  units 
are  not  being  required  to  function  and  those  units  that  are  fun¬ 
ctioning  are  seldom  extended.  Consequently  when  a  catastrophe 
does  occur  like  a  thrombosis,  in  arteries  already  narrowing  through 
the  simple  process  of  ageing,  it  is  not  any  wonder  that  the  survival 
rate  is  not  encouraging. 

Recent  evidence  does  show  that  coronary  heart  disease  is 
less  common  in  men  at  middle  age  doing  physically  active  jobs 
than  those  in  sedentary  occupations,  and  whenever  disease  does 
occur  it  is  less  severe  and  develops  later  in  life. 

It  is  significant  that  the  effects  of  coronary  heart  disease  falls 
twice  as  heavy  on  middle  aged  men  than  women  of  the  same  age, 
although  there  is  no  difference  in  old  age.  Perhaps  it  is  that  the 
daily  household  chores  extending  relentlessly  throughout  married 
life  are  fine  training  for  our  dear  wives  and  more  strenuous  than 
we  men  tend  to  accept — in  fact  a  life  saver  in  disguise!  Con¬ 
versely  it  may  be  that  this  modern  age  of  labour  saving  devices 
with  its  washing  machines,  vacuum  cleaners,  etc.,  will  not  eventually 
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be  such  a  blessing  to  the  harassed  housewife — time  alone  will 
enlighten  us ! 

Hard  physical  exercise  is  beneficial  to  the  young  and  is  very 
much  part  of  our  school  curriculum.  It  seems  probable  that  if 
carried  on  through  life  and  undertaken  with  discretion  would  help 
to  keep  the  circulation  healthy. 

Bread  is  very  much  part  of  our  everyday  diet — sometimes 
eaten  alone  and  often  in  combination  with  other  articles  of  food. 
It  is  stated  that  it  was  eaten  at  least  7,500  years  ago  and  was  supplied 
to  the  main  tombs  of  Ancient  Egypt.  Mention  is  often  made 
of  it  in  the  Bible  and  we  are  taught  as  children  to  pray  for  its  daily 
delivery. 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  bread,  in  combination  with  milk, 
butter  and  cheese,  provide  the  elements  of  a  fairly  well  balanced 
diet  and  has  been  advocated  in  the  past  for  those  wishing  to  “build 
up  their  strength.” 

One  does  however  hear  discussions  on  the  relative  merits  and 
demerits  of  white  in  relationship  to  brown  bread.  White  bread 
was,  in  the  past,  more  expensive  than  brown  and  reserved  for  the 
selective  use  of  the  rich.  This  does  not  apply  to-day  as  both  are 
relatively  cheap.  However  an  investigation  into  this  was  carried 
out  by  Prof.  McCance  and  Dr.  Widdowson  in  a  German  orphanage 
following  the  last  war  where  the  children  were  underfed  and  hungry. 
Their  observation  was — “That  the  children  grew  and  improved 
equally,  no  matter  what  kind  of  bread  they  ate.”  In  conclusion 
they  state: — “The  important  thing  is  that  it  does  not  seem  to  matter 
to  your  health  whether  you  eat  white  bread  or  brown  bread,  it’s 
only  a  matter  of  taste.” 

This  leads  us  from  the  “staff"  of  life”  to  the  nationally  accepted 
beverage  and  up-lifter  of  spirits — beer.  It  is  generally  considered 
that  the  prime  function  of  beer,  and  definitely  among  the  male 
fraternity,  is  a  thirst  quencher.  However  it  is  reported  that  it 
functions  equally  well  and  its  glories  equally  renowned  in  other 
capacities.  It  is  found  that  its  properties  as  a  shampoo  for  ladies 
are  more  than  encouraging  and  10  per  cent  seems  to  be  a  suitable 
concentration.  Others  include: — “The  imparting  of  the  ‘celebrated 
sheen’  to  a  much  publicised  ‘sky-blue,  star-spangled  Daimler.’  Buil¬ 
ders  prescribe  it  for  restoring  lustre  to  weather-beaten  woodwork 
whilst,  according  to  a  Newcastle  shipbuilder,  for  the  removal  of 
mill  scale  from  the  plates  of  a  ship’s  hull,  ‘good  old  ale  made  the 
job  much  easier  than  all  the  substitutes  available  to-day.’  Even 
horticulture  is  not  immune  from  the  benefits  of  beer.  It  is  reported 
that  not  long  ago  a  Huddersfield  lady,  despairing  of  the  growth 
of  her  daffodils,  tipped  a  glass  of  flat  beer  into  the  bowl.  The 
following  day  the  first  shoots  appeared — to  grow  to  a  height  of 
two  feet  with  ‘huge  blooms’.”  After  this,  it  is  suggested  that  if 
you  find  this  report  dull,  I  hope  the  remedy  is  near  at  hand ! 


During  the  year  accommodation  of  sixty  one-bedroomed  flats 
in  two  storey  buildings  was  completed  in  St.  George’s  Road,  for 
old  age  pensioners  and  those  nearing  it.  There  is  a  Supervisor 
with  free  accommodation  and  a  telephone,  and  another  flat  is 
also  provided  with  a  telephone  for  use  in  case  of  emergency.  Most 
of  the  occupants  are  independant  and  active  but  there  are 
approximately  a  dozen  who  do  require  some  supervision  and  help. 
Eight  of  these  have  assistance  in  their  household  chores  from  Home 
Helps,  varying  from  two  hours  twice  weekly  to  daily  for  a  seasoned 
campaigner  of  85  years  with  poor  sight  and  hazy  glasses  who  wears 
a  beret  at  a  jaunty  angle  and  dangling  from  it  is  the  front  door  key 
attached  by  a  conspicuous  safety  pin — “So  that  I  don’t  lose  sight 
of  it,  ducks.” 

The  old  age  pensioners  are  encouraged  to  attend  a  nearby 
club  and  wheel  chairs  have  been  obtained  for  this  purpose,  although 
most  of  them  prefer  to  continue  attending  their  previous  clubs. 
Also,  local  school  children  have  “adopted”  some  of  the  old  folk 
and  they  call  daily  to  run  messages,  chiefly  to  the  local  shop.  It  is 
hoped  to  extend  this  but  generally  speaking,  although  there  are 
exceptions,  the  old  folk  do  help  each  other. 

The  Council  is  to  be  commended  in  their  provision  of  these 
bungalows  for  the  elderly.  Many  of  the  occupants  have  taken 
on  a  new  lease  of  life  and  are  extremely  grateful.  At  last  they  live 
in  a  house  easy  to  run  with  modern  facilities,  where  the  air  is  fresher, 
the  outlook  brightened  by  pleasant  surroundings  and  the  spirits 
uplifted  by  sunshine  entering  the  sitting  room  and  a  vista  of  green 
fields  and  vegetation  seen  from  the  scullery  window. 

“Straight  mine  eye  hath  caught  new  pleasures 
Whilst  the  landscape  round  it  measures; 

Meadows  trim  with  daisies  pied, 

Shallow  brooks,  and  rivers  wide.” 

One  generally  accepts  statements  from  the  Bible  to  contain 
more  than  a  grain  of  truth  and  so  it  is  worth  considering  this  one: — 
“No  doctor  heals  those  who  know  him.”  Perhaps  physicians  in 
those  days  attempted  to  give  advice  to  their  own  families! — 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and  consideration 
during  the  year. 

I  am  also  very  grateful  for  the  willing  assistance  and  co¬ 
operation  given  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  all  other 
members  of  the  Staff.  It  is  chiefly  because  of  this  that  we  maintain 
a  high  standard  of  efficiency  within  the  Department. 

w.  D.  H.  McFarland, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 


Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

•  •  • 

332 

328 

660 

Illegitimate 

17 

16 

33 

349 

344 

693 

Birth  Rate 

The  Birth  Rate  is  16.09  per  1,000  estimated  population. 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

The  Illegitimate  live  'births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  is  4.654. 
Deaths 

Malg  Female  Total 
Deaths  from  all  causes  ...  262  262  524 


Death  Rate 

The  Death  Rate  is  12.17  per  estimated  1,000  population. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

The  principal  causes  of  death,  together  with  the  percentage 
of  total  deaths  are  given  as  follows: — 

Heart  Disease  .  52.1  L 

Cancer  .  15.84 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  ...  13.36 


Cancer  of  Lungs 

There  were  13  cases  —  10  males  and  3  females.  The  average 
age  at  death  was  60  years. 

Cancer 

The  average  age  of  persons  dying  from  all  forms  of  Cancer 
was  62  years  —  83  (people  died  from  this  disease. 
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Table  No.  i 

Death  Rates  asid  Average  Age  of  Deaths 


Year 

Average 

Population 

Average  No. 
of  deaths 
per  year 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

Average  Age  at 
Death— Years 
Male  Female 

1885—87 

19,614 

275 

14.054 

30 

31 

1888—90 

19,171 

237 

12.37 

25 

37 

1891—93 

18,579 

270 

14.53 

31 

34 

1947—49 

33,946 

380 

11.21 

60 

64 

1950—52 

40,306 

392 

9.73 

64 

63 

1953—55 

40,993 

512 

12.50 

63 

69 

1956 

41,420 

505 

12.19 

65 

67 

1957 

41,960 

427 

10.17 

63 

71 

1958 

43,060 

524 

12.17 

66 

70 

TABLE  No.  2 


Age  and  Incidence  of  Death 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

Percentages 

Under  4  weeks 

_ — 

-  — ■ 

- 

_ 

4  weeks- 1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 4  years 

3 

— 

3 

0.57 

5 — 14  years 

2 

3 

5 

0.95 

15 — 24  years 

2 

1 

3 

0.57 

25 — 34  years 

1 

4 

5 

0.95 

35 — 44  years 

9 

11 

20 

3.81 

45 — 54  years 

23 

18 

41 

7.63 

55 — 64  years 

54 

34 

88 

16.7 

65 — 74  years 

78 

68 

146 

25.95 

75 — 84  years 

69 

88 

157 

29.38 

85 — 94  years 

14 

28 

42 

8.15 

95 — 100  years 

— 

2 

2 

0.38 

100  +  years 

■ 

' 

0.0 

TABLE  No.  3 

Number  of  Deaths  per  Month  —  Years  1954-1958i 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

January  . 

55 

64 

43 

37 

75 

February  . 

56 

63 

59 

26 

53 

March  . 

47 

70 

56 

26 

50 

April  . 

31 

44 

38 

33 

44 

May  . 

33 

32 

48 

34 

42 

June  . 

39 

36 

21 

34 

41 

July  . 

35 

27 

29 

23 

42 

August  . 

36 

35 

36 

32 

19 

September  . 

25 

39 

43 

42 

29 

October  . 

38 

28 

44 

53 

36 

November  . 

43 

40 

36 

43 

31 

December  . 

46 

44 

52 

44 

62 
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Infant  Deaths  (under  1  year  of  age) 


Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate 

Males 

9 

Females 

4 

Total 

13 

9 

4 

13 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

18.76  of  all  infants  per  1,000  births. 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4  weeks  of  age) 

Males 

Legitimate  .  6 

Illegitimate  .  — 

Females 

2 

Total 

8 

Totals 

6 

2 

8 

The  Death  Rate  is  11.54  per 

0.19  per 

1,000  live  birtha 
1,000  population. 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

Males 

16 

Females 

4 

Total 

20 

Totals 

16 

4 

20 

Still  Birth  Rate 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  is  28.05  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births 

0.464  per  1,000  population. 


Causes  of  Infant  Mortality 

UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS 

Prematurity  ...,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Intracranial  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Renal  Agenesis  .  1' 

Haemolytic  disease  of  newborn  .  1 

FOUR  WEEKS  TO  TWELVE  MONTHS 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2, 

Acute  bronchiolitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  li 

Uraemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebral  neoplasm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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GENERAl.  STATISTiaS 

Area  of  Borough  (acres) .  5,089 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  oif  poipulation  mid-1958  ...  43,060 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1958)  according  toi 

rate  books  .  13,158 

Rateable  Value  31sit  March,  1958  ..,  £567,243 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1957/58  £2,285 

The  total  of  13,158  inhabited  houses  is  made  up  as 
follows:  — 

Houses  .  12,827 

Farmhouses  .  18 

Licensed  Houses  .  73 

Shops  with  living  accomimodation  .  240 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  survey  of  the  Social  Conditions  existing  in 
Stafford  has  kindly  been  supplied  by  the  (Manager  of  the  Employ¬ 
ment  Exchange: — ■ 

Approximate  numbers  employed  in  the  principal  industries 
and  services  in  Stafford  are  as  foilows: — 


Industry 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Engineering  (all  types) . 

9,610 

2,300 

11,910 

Shoe  Manufacture  . ,  ..., 

860 

1,120 

1,980 

Local  Government  inc.  Education  ... 

2,810 

2,330 

5,140 

Distributive  Trades 

1,010 

1,190 

2,200 

Abrasives  and  Cast  Concrete  Products 

1,320 

390 

1,710 

Transport  and  Communications 

1,330 

250 

1,580 

Building  and  Civil  Engineering  ... 

L31Q 

40 

1,350 

Agriculture  and  Forestry  . 

1,040 

150 

1,190 

Salt  Production 

330 

80 

410 

Gas  and  Electricity  Supply  ... 

320 

30 

350 

Saw-milling  and  Machine  Woodworking 

170 

30 

200 

Printing  . . ., 

80 

60 

140 

Chemical  and  Oil  Products  ... 

250 

120 

370 

Wood  Heel  and  Last  Manufacture  ... 

60 

40 

100 

Social  Services 


The  following  voluntary  associations  concern  thamselves  with 
the  aged: — - 

Mr.  B.  Wilson,  Hon.  Secretary  for  the  Stafford  Council  of 
Social  Service,  has  given  me  the  following  report : — * 
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“The  work  for  old  people  continues  on  the  lines  already 
laid  down.  The  home  visiting  service  gives  much  comfort 
and  happiness  to  those  who  are  intolerably  loniely.  Small 
grants  are  made  in  special  cases  to  meet  needs  which  cannot 
well  be  provided  by  any  other  body.  Financial  assistance  is 
also  given  to  Old  Peoiple’s  Olubs. 

iWith  the  growth  of  this  work,  it  has  been  found  desirable 
to  appoint  a  separate  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee,  with 
its  own  Secretary. 

In  two  directions,  new  developments  are  under  considera¬ 
tion. 

The  first  is  the  provision  of  help  to  handicapped  persons. 
Various  agencies  deal  each  with  some  particular  aspect  of  the 
work;  but  it  seems  doubtful  whether  the  whole  field  is  being 
covered,  or  at  any  rate  could  not  be  usefully  supplemented. 
This  is  being  investigated. 

The  second  is  the  possible  formation  of  a  Marriage 
Guidance  Council  for  Stafford.  Enquiries  are  being  made 
locally  into  the  need  and  practicability  of  such  a  body,  and 
the  experience  of  neighbouring  towns  is  being  drawn  on.” 

Mr.  H.  E.  Bunn,  Secretary  for  Littleworih  Community 
Centre  reports  on  the  activities  of  “The  Darby  and  Joan” 
Section  of  the  Club. 

“The  Darby  and  Joan  section  meets  weekly  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  for  mutual  companionship  and  good  fellowship.  We 
have  a  small  Whist  Drive  for  those  interested,  others  have  games 
like  dominoes,  etc.  A  cup  of  tea  with  biscuits  is  provided  and  a 
small  charge  is  made  which  makes  us  self-supporting  and  provides 
sufficient  funds  to  give  all  members  a  free  coach  tour  in  summer 
and  a  small  present  at  Christmas.  The  outing  last  July  was  an 
outstanding  success,  as  we  were  favoured  by  having  one  of  the 
very  few  really  fine  days  of  the  summer  last  year. 

The  number  of  members  is  32  and  we  have  an  average  atten¬ 
dance  of  20  to  22  winter  and  summer  which,  I  think,  speaks  well 
for  the  interest  taken  and  for  the  remarkable  virility  of  the  vete¬ 
rans.” 

The  Secretary  of  the  Social  Service  Old  Folk’s  Club  states: — 
“The  Year  began  with  the  usual  New  Year’s  Party  in  January, 
a  full  number  of  members  attending.  The  Mayor  of  the  Borough 
attended.  Entertainment  was  provided,  followed  by  sweets,  bis¬ 
cuits  and  a  small  gift. 

The  usual  coach  outings  were  arranged  in  the  Spring  and 
Summer  consisting  of  5  outings. 

Two  coaches  were  required  on  each  occasion. 

One  trip  to  Milford,  where  tea  was  provided,  followed  by 
ice-cream, 
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At  the  meetings  held  at  the  School  various  entertainments 
were  provided  and  very  much  enjoyed. 

Four  whist  drives  were  held  at  various  committee  members’ 
homes  and  two  coach  outings  financed  by  two  other  committee 
members. 

Meals-on-wheels  scheme  continues  and  is  still  subsidised  from 
funds  of  this  Committee. 

The  continued  attendance  of  Mr.  Cartwright,  the  Chiropodist, 
is  much  appreciated  by  the  members  needing  his  services.” 


Mrs.  Leask,  Secretary  of  “Forget-me-not  Club”  has  given 
me  the  following  report:;— 

“The  Club  meets  every  Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Sheridan 
Hall. 

There  are  60  to  65  regular  members  who  enjoy  a  chat  or  a 
game  of  ‘Whist.’ 

Tea  and  biscuits  are  supplied. 

A  Party  is  held  at  Christmas  and  a  day  spent  at  the  seaside 
during  the  Summer,  A  Concert  is  also  given  to  all  Clubs  for 
‘Old  People  by  Old  People.’ 

'Mrs.  Pitt,  Secretary  of  Stafford  Darby  and  Joan  Club, 
states  :  — 

“The  Club  meets  each  Tuesday  and  the  old  people  play  games, 
cards  or  just  sit  and  talk. 

The  oldest  member  is  92. 

Members  arrive  about  2  o’clock  and  tea  is  served  about  3-30 
after  which  there  is  an  epilogue  which  most  members  enjoy  very 
much. 

In  January  there  was  a  visit  to  the  Panto  and  in  the  summer 
an  outing  and  Garden  Party  were  arranged  and  the  year  ended 
with  a  Christmas  party.” 

Sick  members  are  visited  at  home  and  in  Hospital.” 

The  Secretary  of  the  Older  Friends  League  has  given  me  the 
following  information  on  the  activities  of  this  Club.  “The  Club 
was  formed  to  give  Christian  Fellowship  to  the  old  people  of  Rising 
Brook  and  district.  The  membership  is  over  40  and  Meetings 
are  held  each  Wednesday.  Affiliation  is  held  to  the  ‘Old  People’s 
Welfare  Department’  of  the  ‘South  Staffordshire  Council  of  Social 
Service’  whom  we  thank  for  grants,  etc.,  to  aid  this  project.” 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Laboratory  Facilitieg 

During  the  year  1,451  reports  were  received  from  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  where  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out. 

Once  again,  I  would  like  to  thank  Dr.  Mackay-Scollay  for  his 
wholehearted  co-operation. 
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Ambulance  Service  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

The  Beeches,  Stone  Road,  Stafford. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

At  iWelfare  Centre,  North  Walls  and  Welfare  Centre,  Rising 
Brook. 

Home  Help  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  employed  is  49, 

Immunisation  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

At  Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  by  Family  Doctor. 

Welfare  Centres  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  North  Walls.  A 
new  Centre  was  opened  in  November,  on  the  Rising  Brook  Estate. 
Clinics  (Staffordshire  County  Council) 

School  Clinic,  Lammascote  Road,  Stafford. 

Chest  Clinic,  (Staffordshire  General  Infirmary 
Maternity  Home  (Hospital  Management  Committee,  Foregate 
Street). 

Burton  House,  Moss  Tit,  Stafford. 

Hospitalsi 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary,  Foregate  Street. 

Fernleigh,  Marston  Road. 

St.  George’s  Hospital,  Gaol  Square,  Stafford.. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Staffordshire  General  Infirmary. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

At  Welfare  Centres,  North  Walls  and  Rising  Brook. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Diphtheria 

During  the  year  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was  reported.  This 
is  the  7th  year  without  a  case. 

Immunisation  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council,  who 
have  kindly  supplied  statistics  for  the  Borough. 


TABLE  No.  4 


Diphtheria  Immunisation, 

1958. 

School 

Primary 

Re-inforcing 

St.  Leonard’s  Avenue,  Infants  ... 

4 

12 

St.  Leonard’s  Avenue,  junior  ... 

2 

14 

St.  Austins  . 

3 

30 

Corporation  Street,  Infants 

101 

2 

Corporation  Street,  Boys’ 

6 

2 

Corporation  Street,  Girls’ 

4 

1 

Littleworth  St.  John’s  ... 

4 

30 

16 


School 

Tenterbanks 
Holmcroft 
Stone  Road 

St.  Patrick’s  Sec.  Mod.  . 
St.  Patrick’s  Primary  . 
Flash  Ley  Infants 
Flash  Ley  Junior 
Silkmore 

Highfields  Junior 
Highfields  Infants 
Burton  Manor 
Riverway 
Kingston 

Rising  Brook  Sec.  Mod. 
King  Edward  VI 
Outside  Schools 

Welfare  Centres 
School  Clinic 
Private  Doctors  ... 


Primary  Re-inforcing 


6 

3 

18 

1 

5 

7. 

2 

8 

7 

9 

4 
3 
9 
2 
2 


5 

9 

7 

27 

2 

1 

5 

12 

24 

50 

6 

8 
5 
1 


100 

350 


The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  our  state  of  im¬ 
munisation: — 


TABLE  No.  5 


Number  of  Children 

Number  of  babies  born 

Immunised 

during  preceding  year 

Primary 

Re-immunised 

minus  deaths  under  1  year 

1950  . 

412 

259 

739 

1951  . 

550 

528 

615 

1952  . 

469 

482 

677 

1953  . 

462 

212 

658 

1954  .... 

604 

571 

655 

1955  . 

41 1 

302 

653 

1956  . 

485 

457 

607 

1957  .... 

564 

1725 

646 

1958  . 

569 

363 

647 

To  obtain  some  idea  of  the  proportion  of  children  immunised, 
a  rough  and  ready  way  is  to  compare  the  number  of  primary 
immunisations  with  the  number  of  births  for  the  preceding  year, 
who  survive  the  year.  This  has  been  done  in  the  table  and  gives 
a  percentage  for  the  year  1958  of  86  immunised.  Looking  at  it 
in  another  way,  from  1947  to  1957  there  were  7,269  babies  born 
and  from  1948  to  1958  there  were  5,651  immunisations,  giving  a 
percentage  of  78. 
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TABiLlE  No.  6 

Infectious  Diseases  Notified  in  1958 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Cases 
at  all 
ages 

Deaths 

Case  Distribution  as  to  Wa 

irds 

North 

South 

East 

West 

Baswich 

Scarlet  Fever 

75 

— ■ 

7 

13 

8 

12 

35 

Pneumonia  . . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— • 

— 

Measles 

339 

1 

23 

120 

15 

17 

164 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

• — - 

3 

6 

3 

5 

4 

Dysentery 

5 

— 

— 

— ■ 

4 

— ■ 

1 

Tuberculosis 

16 

3 

2 

2 

4 

5 

3 

Age  Groups  of  Cases  Notified 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Under 

1  year 

1—5 

5—15 

15—25 

25—45 

45—65 

65 

and  over 

Scarlet  Fever 

— • 

18 

56 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

2 

— 

Measles 

10 

139 

186 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

13 

7 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

' — • 

— 

— 

5 

10 

1 

Poliomyelitid 

No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  reported  in  the  iBorough. 
’Primary  immunisations  were  given  during  the  course  of  the 
year  to  children  aged  six  months  to  15  years  and  4,395  immunisa¬ 
tions  were  completed. 


Smallpox 

The  total  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year 
was  236  which  included  150  before  the  first  birthday.  Re-vaccina¬ 
tions  totalled  109. 

Dysentery 

There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  of  Dy¬ 
sentery— 5  as  against  35.  One  case  occurred  in  an  Institution. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Of  the  75  cases  notified,  52  occurred  in  the  last  six  months  of 
the  year.  56  were  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  18  child¬ 
ren  between  1  and  5  and  one  adult.  The  majority  of  cases  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  south  end  of  the  town.  There  were  no  deaths  and  in 
five  instances  more  than  one  case  occurred  in  a  family. 

Pneumonia 

Of  the  three  cases  notified  —  one  occurred  in  an  Institution. 
Two  were  adults  and  one  was  a  child  of  13.  There  was  one  death. 

Whooping  Cough 

Only  21  cases  as  against  180  in  1957  were  notified.  All  were 
children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  15  years.  19  occurred  in  the 
first  quarter. 

Measles 

There  were  339  cases  notified.  335  were  children  under  15 
years  of  age  and  333  occurred  in  the  fourth  quarter.  284  were 
in  the  south  end  of  the  town  and  there  was  one  death. 

Tuberculosis 

There  has  been  a  decrease  of  eight  notifications  during  the 
year  —  16  as  against  24.  Five  deaths  occurred.  Below  are 
details  of  notified  patients: — • 


TABLE  No.  7 


5—25 

Age  in  Years 
25—45  45—65 

65  + 

Male 

1 

2 

10 

1 

Pulmonary 

Female 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Male 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Non-Pulmonary 

Female 

*■  ““ 

' 

' 

The  “Balance  Sheet”  for  the  T.B.  Register  is  as  follows  : 


On  Register  at  Jan.  1st .  173 

Notifications  .  16 

Transfers  in  .  15 


Deaths  .  5* 

Recovered  .  1 3 

Transfers  out  .  6 


On  Register  at  Dec.  31st  180 


204  204 


*  Two  persons  died  from  an  illness  other  than  Tuberculosis. 
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Admissions  to  and  discharges  from  Institutions 
as  follows:' — 


Admissions 

Groundslow  Sanatorium  . . 6 
Cheshire  Joint  Sanatorium  ...  2 

Market  Drayton  Sanatorium  ...  I 


were  notified 


Discharges 

4 

2 

1^ 


oe 

43 

Q 

i 

O 

VI 

03 

U 


U9 

'S 

d 

< 


oo 


PJ 

F 


Death  Rate 
per  1,000 
population 

O  r-~  r4  r-  r~-  oc 

p  T-H  p  p  (N 

oooooooooo 

Mid¬ 

year  0.57 
1943 

Mid¬ 

year  0.71 
1933 

ms 

I  Non- 

Respiratory 

Female 

1  ^  1  1  1  ^  1  1  !  1 

1.4 

1.7 

Male 

1  \  ^  \  1  1  1  r-H  ^ 

W-) 

2.8 

DBA' 

Respiratory 

Female 

1  ^  T- 1  1  ,—1  1  ^  (-T)  IT) 

00 

7.8 

Male 

fn(S|ininrst>r>Ti-r'|vc>vo 

9.0 

12.6 

o 

1  -i-> 

C 

Female 

1  I  1  'vO  1 

3.7 

5.3 

O  .h 

^  (A 

00  S 

W  K 

CO 

< 

n 

Male 

I  I  OJ  ro  CO 

1 

2.8 

7.7 

W  >. 

Z  o 

?-H  - 

Female 

(Nt^r^r^Trr^c^oor^oo 

9.2 

15.6 

‘E 

(U 

Male 

TtYoo^^soa^o»^c^kD 

T— 1  T— l 

[ 

1 

! 

11.9 

21.9 

YEAR 

OOr^^>^n-r<^(N'— 0  0^ 

C^O^O^O^O^O^O^O^G^O^ 

Ten  year 

average 

1939-48 

Ten  year 

average 

1929-38 
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HOUSING 

The  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  Higson,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information  regarding  the  building  of  Corporat;ion 
Houses  and  those  built  by  private  enterprise. 

Houses  erected  between  l/l|io  and  31/12/58 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Corporation  ...,  83 

N lumber  of  houses  erected  by  other  personsi  124 
Houses  erected  since  1945 
Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  erected 

by  Corporation  ...  ....  ...  ...  2974 

Total  number  of  temporary  dwellings  erected 

by  Corporation  .  ...  225 

Total  number  of  ipermanent  houses  erected  by 

private  enterprise  ...^  .  431 

TABLE  No.  9 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1958 

The  number  of  medical  examinations  carried  out  on  employees 
of  the  Corporation  is  given  in  the  following  table-  These  exami¬ 
nations  cover  the  Sick  Pay.  and  Superannuation  Schemes. 


Sick  Pay 

Superannuation 

Males 

2 

Females 

0 

Males 

22 

Females 

5 

TOTA 

L  29 

Public  Health  Propaganda 

During  the  course  of  the  year  posters  covering  a  wide  range  of 
health  propaganda  have  been  displayed  on  the  four  notice  boards 
situated  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  Talks  by  members  of  the 
staff  have  been  given  to  various  organisations. 

Royal  Brine  Baths 

The  following  report  on  the  activities  at  the  Baths  during  the 
year  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Beazor,  Baths  Superintendent. 

“’During  the  year  1958/59  the  following  return  of  patrons  at¬ 
tended  the  Royal  Brine  Baths. 

Fresh-water  swim  (Public,  Clubs,  etc.)  ...  78,226 

Fresh-water  swim  School  children  instruction  55,736 
Brine  Swim  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,696 

Private  Brine  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,321 

Private  warm  baths  ...  ...  ...  21,303 
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These  figures  have  resulted  in  the  year  1958/59  having  the 
highest  recorded  number  of  attendances. 

The  popularity  of  swimming  is  now  at  its  peak,  with  the  in- 

structicin  given  to  schoolchildren  and  the  increased  populalion  of 
Stafford  the  Swimming  Bath  is  filled  to  capacity  during  the  Sum¬ 
mer  months^  Figures  for  the  Winter  months  prove  that  swimming 
is  an  all  year  round  recreation.” 


RegistrarnGeneral’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death 

TABLE  No.  10 


TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . 

3 

3 

Svohilitic  disease  . 

1 

1 

Measles  . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung  Bronchus 

13 

10 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach . 

11 

4 

7 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast  . 

8 

— 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus  . 

5 

— 

5 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  . 

42 

25 

17 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia . 

4 

2 

2 

Diabetes  . 

4 

1 

3 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System . 

71 

35 

36 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

66 

38 

28 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

18 

7 

11 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

97 

40 

57 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

21 

10 

11 

Influenza  . 

2 

— - 

2 

Pneumonia  . 

23 

11 

12 

Bronchitis  . 

47 

30 

17 

Other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory 

System  . 

2 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

3 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

4 

3 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

6 

6 

— ■ 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations  . 

4 

2 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

44 

18 

26 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

8 

4 

4 

All  Other  Accidents 

8 

4 

4 

Suicide 

4 

2 

2 

TOTAL  DEATHS 

524 

262 

262 
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Births  and  Stillbirths 

miBLE  No.  11 


Year 

Total 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Total 

Still 

Births 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Birth 

Rate  for 
England  and 
Wales 

1949 

755 

19.5 

17 

22 

18.0 

1950 

638 

15.9 

17 

25 

16.8 

1951 

701 

17.4 

19 

20 

16.7 

1952 

674 

16.54 

9 

13 

15.5 

1953 

672 

16.5 

17 

24 

15.7 

1954 

674 

16.46 

20 

28 

15.04 

1955 

627 

15.18 

17 

26 

15.0 

1956 

668 

16.13 

15 

22 

15.7 

1957 

680 

16.20 

17 

24 

16.1 

1958 

693 

16.09 

20 

28 

16.4 

Infant  Mortality  for  1958  and 


Previous  Nine  Years 


TAjBLE  No.  12 


Year 

Live 

Births 

Under 

one  month 

Under  one  year 

Deaths 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  births 

1949 

755 

11 

14 

16 

21 

1950 

638 

6 

9 

13 

20 

1951 

701 

16 

22.8 

24 

34.2 

1952 

674 

12 

17.8 

16 

23.7 

1953 

672 

9 

13.4 

17 

25.3 

1954 

674 

12 

17.8 

21 

31.2 

1955 

627 

14 

22.3 

20 

33.3 

1956 

668 

14 

20.9 

22 

32.9 

1957 

680 

12 

17.6 

16 

23.5 

1958 

693 

8 

11.54 

13 

18.76 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


During  the  year  the  ^Public  Health  Committee  considered  the 
present  method  of  reifuse  disposal  and  of  land  available  when 
tipping  at  Grey  Friars  is  complieted. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  methods,  as  they  are  carried  out  at  pre¬ 
sent,  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Future  disposal  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  urgency  and  the 
Council  agreed  to  consider  the  provision  of  a  sorting  and  destructor 
plant. 

The  Health  Department  is  frequently  visited  by  the  public 
wfho  complain  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  some  of  which  can  only 
be  dealt  with  privately  as  between  neighbours  and  in  which  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Department  should  not  interfere.  Some  complaints 
cannot  be  substantiated  or  remedied  by  formal  action. 

Within  recent  years  there  have  been  a  number  of  complaints 
of  disposal  of  garden  refuse  on  waste  land,  the  burning  of  garden 
refuse,  and  dogs  fouling  public  footpaths. 

If  one  person  deposits  garden  refuse  on  a  parcel  of  waste  land, 
the  heap  becomes  a  dumping  ground  for  all  kinds  of  refuse  and 
also  a  harbourage  for  rats.  The  occupier  of  the  nearest  house  is 
justified  in  complaining.  In  these  circumstances,  garden  refuse 
smouldering  for  several  days  is  most  distressing  to  housewives, 
especially  when  a  line  of  clean  washing  gets  smeared  with  burnt 
particles  and  windows  cannot  be  opened  owing  to  the  smell  of 
smouldering  refuse. 

'During  last  winter  complaints  were  received  from  different 
parts  of  the  town  that  dog  owners  were  taking  their  dogs  on  their 
nightly  exercise  and  the  dogs  were  fouling  the  footpath,  with  the 
result  that  children  and  adults  were  carrying  foul  matter  on  their 
shoes  into  the  house.  This  does  not  happen  during  the  summer 
months,  as  the  dogs  are  taken  on  the  fields. 

These  three  complaints  are  caused  through  a  lack  of  thought¬ 
fulness  for  their  neighbours  and  can  so  easily  be  avoided  or  at 
least  minimised. 

A  little  forethought  could  avert  a  lot  of  inconvenience. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  tabular  statement  below  with  the  following  sections  in 
my  report  are  presented  to  me  'by  the  public  health  inspectors  on 
the  duties  carried  out  by  them  during  the  year. 


24 


No.  of 

Notices 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Infor¬ 

mal 

1 

Statu¬ 

tory 

2 

Coinpli 

1 

ed  with 

2 

To  dwelling  houses  . 

708 

127 

4 

1 14 

4 

Verminous  Houses . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  . 

74 

31 

31 

— 

House  drainage  defects  . 

329 

17 

3 

17 

3 

Accumulation  of  refuse . 

21 

13 

— 

13 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

19 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

Water  Supply . 

35 

— 

— 

— 

Samples  from  Public  Baths 

6 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Factories,  which  include 
bakehouses  and  food 

preparing  premises 

156 

38 

38 

Slaughterhouses  . 

978 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  where  food  is  sold 

268 

52 

— 

45 

— 

Mobile  food  vans  . 

107 

16 

— 

14 

_ 

Fried  fish  shops  . 

36 

6 

6 

— 

Offensive  trades  . 

24 

5 

— 

4 

— 

Dairies  . 

52  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Piggeries  . 

35 

8 

— 

8 

— 

Market . 

68 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Shops  . 

32 

— 

— 

— 

Cafes  and  Canteens  . 

30 

7 

__ 

7 

— 

Public  Houses  . 

27 

6 

— 

5 

— 

Visits  to  notifiable  diseases 

138 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  observations  . 

65 

7 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

62 

14 

— 

14 

— 

Re-housing  of  families  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Caravans  . 

31 

— 

— 

__ 

— 

Refuse  Tips  . 

38 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  Shops  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Acts  (Improve- 

ment  Grants)  . 

281 

18 

— 

16 

— 

Certificate  of  disrepair 
with  certificates  of  can- 

cellation  . 

139 

— 

— 

-  — 

— 

Number  of  food  and  milk 
samples  purchased  for 

analysis  . 

428 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Complaints  received  at  the 
office  of  foods  pur- 

chased  . 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Supply. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  houses  with  domestic  water  supply 
from  taps  in  wash-houses,  every  house  in  the  Borough  has  an 
internal  water  supply. 

The  Water  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  regarding  the  Town  Water  Supply 

‘^Water  consumption  for  the  year  ended  the  31st  March,  1959, 
within  the  area  supplied  by  the  Corporation’s  Water  Undertaking 
amounted  to  997,617,000  gallons — an  increase  of  58  million  gallons 
over  the  previous  year. 
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“Domestic  oonsumption  now  averages  23.93  gallons/head/day 
and  trade  oonsumption  26.68  gallons/head/day. 

“Approxiimately  450  new  houses  were  conneoted  to  the  system 
during  the  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1958. 

“During  the  year  Section  1  of  the  lEastern  Area  Water  Scheme 
has  been  completed.  Section  2  will  be  comiplete  in  [May,  1959,  and 
Section  3  is  about  to  commence  (Aprii,  1959),  The  length  of 
mains  laid  during  the  twelve  months  ending  the  31st  March,  1959, 
amounts  to  a  total  of  9  miles. 

“The  new  1,000,000-gallons  service  reservoir  at  Butterhill  was 
brought  into  use  on  the  2nd  March,  1959,  and  the  coimpletion  of 
this  reservoir  will  enable  the  development  of  Highfields  Estate 
No.  2  to  proceed, 

“The  output  of  the  fCorporation’s  pumping  stations  at  Milford 
and  iShugborough  has  been  about  50  million  gallons  higher  than 
in  1957,  and  ample  additional  supplies  are  available  from  the  new 
source  at  The  Hollies,  Gnosall. 

“The  estimated  population  supplied  has  been  increased  to 
56,000  from  the  1st  April,  1959.’* 

During  the  year  8  samples  of  the  town  water  supply  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  chemical  analysis.  The  Public  Analyst  reports  that 
there  was  no  solvent  action  on  lead  and  that  the  water  was  chemi¬ 
cally  of  satisfactory  quality.  The  table  below  gives  his  reports  on 
samples  submitted  in  December, 

Samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  test  numbered  33  and 
the  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  reports  that  the  water 
was  satisfactory. 


Samples  sut 

)mitted  in  Dect 

imber  from : 

Private 

houses 

Shug- 

Milford 

within  the 

boroLish 

No.  2 

Borough 

Well 

Well 

Pa 

rts  per  100,0 

00 

pH  Value  . 

7.4 

7.4 

7.5 

Total  solid  matter  dried  at 

212°  F . 

42.0 

22.0 

47.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  . 

Nil 

Nil 

0.0032 

Albuminoid . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitric  Nitrogen  . 

0.2 

0.25 

0.15 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride . 

9.1 

3.6 

11.1 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at 

- 

80°  F. 

0.021 

Nil 

0.042 

Appearance . 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

and 

and 

and 

colourless 

colourless 

colourless 

Injurious  metallic  contamina- 

tion  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  Hardness  . 

16.7° 

9.5° 

i  7.6° 

Permanent  Hardness . 

6.6° 

3.0° 

6,4° 

Temporary  Hardness  . 

10.1° 

6.5° 

11  2° 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Borough  Engineer  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the 
following  information  — ■ 

Additions  to  surface  and  foul-water  sewers  have  been 
constructed  as  follows  : — 

Surface-water  Sewers:  2,437  lineal  yards  atBaswich  Lane, 
St.  George’s  Road,  Gordon  Avenue,  Averil  Road,  Garage 
Site  and  Trinity  Fields  Estate. 

Foul- water  Sewers:  980  lineal  yards  at  Rowley  Park, 
Playing  Fields,  St.  George’s  Road  and  Trinity  Fields  Estate. 


Sewage  Disposal  iWorks 

The  new  Sewage  Works  has  been  working  for  a  whole  year 
and  gas  production  is  taking  place,  so  that  the  works  are  generating 
their  electricity  from  the  surplus  gas. 

Up  to  the  moment  the  effluent  does  not  come  up  to  the 
expected  standard  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  improve.  The 
River  Board,  however,  do  not  seem  unduly  concerned  although  it 
is  understood  that  analysis  is  oarried  out  by  them  at  intervals. 


Factory  Act,  19371 

1  —  Inspections 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

20 

12 

43 

7 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  . 

154 

(iii )  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises 

24 

17 

1  TOTAL  .  . 

198 

72 

18 

— • 
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2  —  Defects  Found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases 
in  y.'hich 
prosecu- 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Refe 

.rred 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . 

11 

11 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  . 

2 

2 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive  . 

9 

9 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen¬ 
ces  relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

TOTAL  .  ^ 

25 

1 

25 

- 

- 

.  - 

'Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949' 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  during  the  past 
year  in  connection  with  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  in  the 
Boirough. 

It  is  recognised  that,  during  the  months  of  October  and 
November,  rats  migrate  from  open  fields  into  built-up  areas  for 
winter  quarters  and  food. 

The  refuse  tip  at  Grey  Friars,  although  constantly  treated 
during  the  summer  months,  had  a  major  infestation  and  treatment 
was  costly. 

The  concentrated  baiting  at  this  tip  prevented  the  town  from 
becoming  infested. 


Local  A 
Prop( 

Rats 

uthority 

srties 

Mice 

Business 

Premises 

Rats  Mice 

Dwelling 
(inc.  C 
hoi 
Rats 

?  houses 

"ouncil 

jses) 

Mice 

Total 

Premises 

Number 

treated 

18 

1 6 

40 

43 

175 

25 

317 

Visits 

100 

28 

157 

88 

545 

36 

954 
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HOUSING 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed 
the  Clearance  Areas  numbered  24,  25  and  26,  as  a  result  of  a 
Public  Inquiry  held  during  the  year. 

The  three  areas  comprised  houses  in  Browning  Street,  New 
Street,  Friars  Street,  Cross  Street,  Cottage  Street,  Fancy  Walk  and 
Grey  Friars.  During  the  year  a  large  number  of  families  were  re¬ 
housed  from  these  areas. 

The  following  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  * 

12  and  83  South  Walls. 

7  and  8  North  Walls. 

125  Lichfield  Road. 

2  Bowen’s  Cottages,  Lichfield  Road. 

21  Grey  Friars. 

91,  92  and  93  Wolverhampton  Road. 

72A  Eastgate  Street. 

42  Broad  Eye. 

The  following  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year : 

13,  14,  15  and  16  Grey  Friars  Place. 

5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13  Stafford  Street. 

21,  22,  23,  24  and  25  Broad  Eye. 

10  and  11  New  Street. 

70,  71  and  72  Foregate  Street. 

10,  11  and  12  St.  Chad’s  Place. 

4  and  5  Tipping  Street. 

7,  8  and  19  North  Walls. 

26  and  27  Browning  Street. 

12  and  13  Duke  Street. 

4  and  6  Queen  Street. 

8  Sandon  Road. 

There  were  199  persons  re-housed  from  unfit  houses  during 
the  year. 

Rent  Act,  1957 — ^Certificates  of  Disrepair 

During  the  year  23  certificates  were  issued,  also  24  ajppli- 
cations  were  received  for  certificates  issued  in  the  previous  year  to 
be  revoked  as  the  repairs  had  been  remedied. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954^ — Improyement  Grants 

Your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  responsible  for  sub¬ 
mitting  to  the  Housing  (Management)  Committee  applications  for 
grants  towards  improvements. 

During  the  year  32  applications  were  received,  33  coimpleted 
and  1  refused- 


29 


The  grant  allowed  (totalled  £3,531  9s.,  and  the  total  value  of 
the  work  involved  was  £8,063  5s.  4d. 

Since  the  commencemient  of  the  scheime  171  applications  have 
been  completed. 

The  Public  Health  iDepartment  is  very  keen  on  any  scheme 
which  might  encourage  the  installation  of  modern  facilities  into 
homes.  The  luxuries  of  yesterday  are  the  commonplace  of  to-day 
and  the  essentials  of  to-morrow.  Hot  running  water,  bath,  venti¬ 
lated  food  store  and  internal  lavatory  are  amenities  which  the 
modern  housewife  demands^  In  fact  we  look  forward  to  the  day 
when  every  house  will  be  provided  with  these  and  tenants  have 
the  chance  of  refusing  those  without  them. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  this  work  does,  however,  throw  an 
extra  burden  on  the  already  overworked  Department. 

Moveable  Dwelling^ 

Applications  for  licences  were  received  in  7  instances  and 
permission  granted  to  site  trailer  caravans  for  a  limited  period. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  of  10  licences  issued  and  it  is 
hoped  that  trailer  caravans,  as  a  permanent  dwelling  for  a  family 
unit,  will  soon,  as  a  means  of  accommodation  within  the  Borough, 
be  unnecessary. 

Disinfestation  of  Houses 

During  the  year  15  houses  were  disinfested  for  vermin.  This 
shows  an  appreciable  decrease  in  number  over  the  years.  Such  a 
small  number  having  to  be  dealt  with  shows  that  the  general  stan¬ 
dard  is  high  within  the  Borough. 

Closet  Accommodation 

There  are  approximately  410  waste  water  closets  in  the 
Borough. 

The  number  of  waste  water  closets  substituted  during  the 
year  was  22.  and  to  encourage  owners  of  property  to  abolish  this 
obsolete  and  insanitary  type  of  closet  a  grant  of  50  shillings  was 
available. 

Complaints  were  received  regarding  819  foul  water  drain  ob- 
struotions  and  these  drains  were  cleared  by  the  Corporation  work¬ 
men. 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

The  Borough  Council  issued  one  licence  for  a  plant  that  could 
expose  waste  foods  for  at  least  one  hour  to  a  temperature  of  not 
less  than  212°F. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  12  licences  were  in  force. 
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The  above  mentioned  Order  applies  to  persons  who  collect 
waste  foods  for  the  feeding  of  pigs. 

Offensive  Tradesi 

On  the  'Register  is  one  Gut  Scraper  and  his  premises  arc 
within  the  curtilage  of  a  semi-public  slaughiterhouse. 

Smoke  Abatement 

Progress  still  continues  in  the  adaptation  of  industrial  boiler 
furnaces  so  as  to  reduce  smoke  emission. 

The  need  for  a  Smoke  Control  Area  in  Stafford  has  been 
carefully  considered.  Due  to  its  geographical  position  Stafford 
is  isolated  from  other  large  built-up  areas  and  what  smoke  nuis¬ 
ance  there  is,  is  of  its  own  making.  In  the  country  generally  it  is 
estimated  that  industry  and  dwellinghouses  are  each  responsible 
for  50%  of  the  smoke  produced.  In  Stafford  this  is  not  the  case, 
the  pollution  from  industrial  sources  being  very  light,  thus  making 
dwellinghouses  responsible  for  most  of  the  smoke  nuisance. 

iPet  Animals  Act,  1^51 

In  six  instances  licences  were  granted  to  persons  keeping 
Pet  Shops. 

5NSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  following  premises  are  registered  — 

Preparation  of  sausages,  etc .  24 

Manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  4 

Sale  of  ice-cream  in  pre-packed  containersi  107 

Fish  frying  ...  . .  .  1^ 

The  number  of  food  shops  in  the  Borough  is  as  follows  — 
General  83  ;  Grocers  45  ;  Greengrocers  12  ;  Butchers  43  ;  Fish¬ 
mongers  11  ;  Confectioners  14;  Sweet  Shops  15  ;  Cafes  19. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods — Slaughtering  Facilities 

There  are  two  private  slaughterhouses  within  the  Borough  : 
Messrs.  Rowlands  and  the  Stafford  and  Stone  Co-operative  Society. 

Messrs.  Rowlands’  premises  are  of  a  semi-public  type,  as  they 
dress  carcases  for  butchers  from  other  districts  as  well  as  those  at 
Stafford. 

Slaughtering  is  done  outside  office  hours  and  dressed  carcases 
must  be  inspected,  even  on  Sundays.  The  Inspector  paid  978 
visits  to  the  slaughterhouses  during  the  year. 

The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  28  tons,  7  cwts,  16 
lbs.,  and  the  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  37,521. 
The  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958 
The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958i 
The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 
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The  iSlaughterhouse  Act  came  into  force  on  the  1st  August 
1958,  and  the  Hygiene  and  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  as 
from  January,  1959., 

Local  Authorities  will  be  required,  when  requested  by  the 
'Ministry,  to  su'bmit  a  report  on  the  slaughterhouses  in  their  area 
and  as  to  future  requirements. 

The  report  will  be  on  ithe  construction  of  the  slaughterhouses 
and  whether  they  can  comply  with  the  above  mentioned  Regula¬ 
tions. 

The  owners  of  both  slaughterhouses  at  Stafford  have,  for  some 
time,  anticipated  What  requirements  were  necessary.  Stunning 
pens  were  provided  in  addition  ito  various  other  fittings  which  were 
installed  and  if  the  operators  on  the  premises  make  full  use  of  the 
equipment  provided,  humane  slaughtering  can  be  carried  out  with 
hygienic  practices  in  the  dressing  of  carcases. 

The  high  percentage  of  animals  dressed  at  both  slaughter¬ 
houses  shows  that  the  slaughterhouses  at  Stafford  are  able  to  cope 
with  the  needs  of  thb  population. 

Carcases  Received,  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

5642 

1185 

411 

15313 

14970 

Number  inspected  . 

5642 

1185 

411 

15313 

14970 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

1 

7 

18 

19 

Portions  of  carcases  with 
organs  . 

73 

11 

— 

12 

42 

Organs  only  . 

75 

27 

2 

850 

859 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . 

2.61 

3.3 

2.2 

5.09 

6.14 

Tuberculosis  Only 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

2 

1 

— 

-- 

2 

Portions  of  carcases  with 
organs  . 

253 

86 

— 

— 

333 

Organs  only 

165 

122 

1 

— 

161 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis . 

7.44 

17.63 

.24 

3.31 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  28  tons,  7  cwts..  16  lbs, 
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Certificates  were  issued  confirming  the  unfitness  of  foods  ret- 
ported  to  the  Department  by  Provision  iMerchants  in  the  town. 
The  items  were:— 

971  tins  of  fruit;  516  tins  of  vegetables;  357  tins  of  meat;  219 
tins  of  fish;  41  tins  of  milk;  4  tins  of  cream;  8  tins  of  soup;  10  tins 
of  tomato  juice;  13  packets  of  sponge  pudding;  14  containers  of  var¬ 
ious  other  foods;  30  lbs.  prunes;  3  stone  of  Haddock  Fillets;  7  lbs. 
cod  fillets;  4^  stone  of  frozen  fish  fillets;  142  lbs.  cheese  trimmings; 
455  lbs.  potatoes;  30  faggots;  14  lbs.  bacon;  23  lbs.  beef  sausage; 
6  lbs.  lard;  3  lbs.  rice;  83  boxes  of  chocolates. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS 

194^ 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Registered  Dairy  with  Pasteurising  •'Plant  ...  .  1 

No.  of  persons  issued  with  Dealer’s  Licences  for  the 

sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  Milk  . . .,  ....  9 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences 

for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Raw  iMilk  ...  ...  7 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk), 
Regulations,  1949 

No.  of  persons  issued  with  Dealer’s  Licences  for  the 
sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

No.  of  persons  issued  with  Dealer’s  Licences  for  the 

sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  ..^  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  'Dealer’s  Licences  to 
use  designated  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  19 
Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences 
for  the  Sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  ....  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences 

for  the  Sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  . ,  ...  11 

Number  of  persons  issued  with  Supplementary  Licences 

to  use  designated  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  9 

Sampling  of  Foods! 

(Samples  of  milk  are  taken  regularly  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  testing  for  adulteration  or  deficiency  in  fat  or 
solids-not-fat.  It  is  also  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  to  test  whether  it  has  been  satisfactorily  pasteurised  or  steri¬ 
lised,  and  as  to  its  keeping  qualities  and  whether  free  from  harm¬ 
ful  organisms. 
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The  foods  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis  are  as  follows:  — 

One  hundred  and  eighteen  milk  samples  which  proved  to  be 
up  to  standard,  also  the  following  food  samples  which  were  up  to 
standard:  ^ 

‘Pinhead  Oatmeal  (1);  Flan  Sponge  and  Jelly  IMixture  (1); 
Marmalade  (1);  Pure  iHoney  (2);  Creamery  Butter  (1);  Ohicklettes 
(1);  Shredded  Beef  iSuet  (2);  Crab  (4);  Mentholated  Balsam  (1); 
Cherry  Cough  Linctus  (1);  Cottage  Cheese  (2);  Strawberry  Jam  (2); 
Cornflour  (1);  Jelly  (1);  .Self -raising  Flour  (1);  Gelatine  (1);  Salad 
Cream  (1);  Birds  Golden  Raising  Powder  (1);  Pure  Coffee  (1); 
Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  (1);  Sandwich  Spread  (1);  Pork  Saus¬ 
age  (6);  Meat  and  Potato  Pie  (1);  Butter  Maderia  Sandwich  (1); 
Sponge  Drops  (1);  Choc-O-iSponge  (1);  Cherry  Gensa  (1);  Lemon 
Cordial  (2);  Sponge  Mixture  (1);  Peanut  Butter  (1);  Rice  Pudding 
(1);  Malt  Vinegar  (1);  Steamed  l•Pudding  (1);  Sheipherd’s  Pie  (1); 
Margarine  (1);  Soup  (1);  Pudding  &  Pancake  Mixture  (1);  Salmon 
(1);  Cheese  Spread  (1);  Sultana  Pudding  (1);  Mincemeat  (1);  Liver 
and  Bacon  Croquettes  (1);  Luncheon  Meat  (1);  Marzipan  (1);  Sul¬ 
tanas  (1);  Currants  (1). 

Submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Stafford, 
for  bacteriological  tests  were:, — ' 

215  milk  samples;  30  ice  cream  samples;  2  saimples  of  double 
cream  and  4  samples  involving  24  empty  sterilised  milk  bottles. 

The  list  below  indicates  the  graded  results  of  ice  cream  sub¬ 
mitted  for  test:) — 


Grade  i  Grade  2  Grade  3  Grade  4 
27  1  2i  — 

One  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  (i.e.  Grade  3)  was  manu¬ 
factured  outside  the  district,  the  other  within  the  Borough.  The 
manufacturers  were  informed  of  the  result  of  the  test, 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  samples  of  milk 
taken  from  retailers  who  distribute  within  the  Borough:.' — - 


Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Satis. 

Unsatis) 

Methylene 

Blue 

Test 

'actory 

Phospha¬ 

tase 

Test 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

18 

16 

2 

_ 

8 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

64 

60 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Pasteurised  . 

99 

97 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Sterilised  . 

34 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

215 

207 

6 

3 

8 

— 

34 


NUMBER 

RETAILERS  OF  RAW  MiLK 

Milk  from  own  Cows 

5 

Milk  from  Cows  of  other  producers  . 

13 

RETAILERS  OF  HEAT  TREATED  MILK 

Retailers  receiving  milk  from  licensed  Pasteurised  Plant 

which  is  within  the  Borough 

1  14 

Retailers  receiving  milk  from  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised 

Plants  outside  the  Borough 

(S3 

4  report  was  received  from  the  Laboratory  that  staphylococcus 
aureus  was  found  in  five  of  the  milk  samples. 
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